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October 30 
End of Quarter 1
Half Day

November 11
Veterans Day
No School

November 23-27November 23-27
Thanksgiving Break
No School

To our Stallion families:

While I cannot say there is anything traditional about this school year, I can tell you While I cannot say there is anything traditional about this school year, I can tell you 
that teaching and learning are still at the forefront of our priorities! As part of that, 
we have completed baseline testing with over 97% of our students so that we know 
what each student needs for Reading and Math instruction. Likewise, our Algebra, 
Geometry, Science and Social Studies students are conducting baseline testing. After 
five consecutive months out of school, our students are handling it very well, but we 
want to ensure we have all the information we need to help them be academically 
successful.successful.

As for behavior, I could not be prouder of these students. Our face-to-face students 
are remarkably respectful, on-time, and prepared—the P.R.O. of our school. We have 
faced a few challenges with our Lee Home Connect students, so please remind your 
students that they should treat their time on camera as formally as they would in 
person. They need to be dressed appropriately, out of bed, and ready for learning. 
Any family wishing to transition to face-to-face learning will have that opportunity at 
the beginning of quarter two, November 2nd. Many of our families are finding that 
their students feel much more supported and readier to learn in our face-to face their students feel much more supported and readier to learn in our face-to face 
model.

No matter the instructional model you have selected, please make sure you and your 
students are aware of their academic requirements, to include three credits of math, 
language arts, science and social studies by the end of 8th grade year. If you are 
concerned that your student is not meeting this requirement, please contact a 
guidance counselor and we can plan for him/her. Additionally, attendance is a critical 
piece to school success. Your student must be present to learn, so if you’re facing any 
barriers to having your student attend school regularly, please let us know as soon as 
possible so that we can assist.possible so that we can assist.

We are always available to meet your needs!

In partnership,

Principal Melissa Layner



ATTENDANCE MATTERS

ATTENDANCE MATTERS continued
-Home Connect students MUST attend each class period 
via Zoom. Your student has 6 classes per day. If they are 
not attending 6 classes via Zoom per day – they are 
absent from school. 

-The link for each Zoom class is located in the Google 
Classroom for that class period. Zoom classes start and 
end at the same times as in-person classes.

-Students who are not signing in to their Zoom classes on -Students who are not signing in to their Zoom classes on 
time will be marked tardy and MAY be denied entry to 
class at the teacher’s discretion.

-If your child is absent for any reason (from in-person 
OR from Home Connect), the parent must call the front 
office to let the school know they will be absent.

-When the student returns to school, the parent should -When the student returns to school, the parent should 
send a note explaining the reason for the absence. Valid 
reasons (doctor’s appointment, illness, etc.) will result in 
an excused absence.

-Students who are sent home from the clinic and told to 
remain home for 10-14 days are NOT marked absent IF 
they are logging into their Google Classroom each day.

-Parents of students, either in-person or in Home -Parents of students, either in-person or in Home 
Connect, who accrue excessive unexcused absences WILL 
be subject to attendance enforcement interventions by 
the School District.

-Students are considered excessively absent when they 
accrue 5+ unexcused absences in a 30 day period, or 10+ 
unexcused absences in a 90 day period.

-If you’re not sure if your child is attending their classes -If you’re not sure if your child is attending their classes 
regularly, you can check attendance in Focus or call the 
school to inquire.

If your student needs help logging into their Home If your student needs help logging into their Home 
Connect classes – call me. If I can’t help by phone, I will 
personally come out to your home and show them how 
to log in. Please contact me, Mr. Milford, at 239-771-4677 
for assistance.

Attendance in the Covid-19 Era

There are many changes that have occurred 
in our schools due to Covid-19. Attendance is 
one area that has left many questions for 
parents. Here are a few key points to 
remember:
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Before your child can begin the 7th grade he/she 
must have documentation of having received the 
following immunizations: TDaP booster (Tetanus, 
Diphtheria, pertussis) after the age of 7.

We encourage all parents to have their child seen We encourage all parents to have their child seen 
by a private physician or health care provider in 
the community prior to the busy summer season to 
receive the required immunizations.  Private 
physicians and clinics charge according to their 
established fees.  Vaccines required for children are 
available free of charge from all Lee Health 
Department facilities.  Remember you must bring Department facilities.  Remember you must bring 
your child’s immunization records with you to help 
determine what immunizations are required and 
to provide the information necessary to fill out the 
Florida Certificate of Immunization Form DH-680.



NJHS
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ClubsNotes from the Bandroom!!!

Hello!! I hope everyone’s new school year has started off Hello!! I hope everyone’s new school year has started off 
great!! Things in the band room are a little bit different 
due to Covid 19 and I wanted to share with you what we 
are currently doing and what you can expect. The 
ultimate goal is to have every student on an instrument 
and playing as soon as possible, but safely.

Students in beginning band (Band 1) are currently Students in beginning band (Band 1) are currently 
learning to read rhythms. This is done through the use of 
drum sticks and drum pads. Each student has their own 
pair of drum sticks that were provided by Mrs. Rigney 
(the band director). Every day the beginning band 
students are exploring a new band instrument through 
videos. Normally, students would be able to play each 
instrument, but due to the way Covid is spread, the instrument, but due to the way Covid is spread, the 
instrument audition process is moving at a much slower 
pace so that everyone is safe. Hopefully, within a few 
weeks, the beginning band students, with the use of 
musician face masks, lots of mouthpiece sanitizer, and 
proper distance spacing will start trying out the top four 
instruments of their choice.

Band 2 and 3 (intermediate and advanced level groups) 
are focusing on reading rhythms through the use of drum 
pads and drums sticks as well. Mrs. Rigney is actively 
sewing musician face masks and instrument masks so 
that the students can get back to playing as soon as 
possible. The requirements in order to be safe are: 
musician face masks, instruments face masks, proper 
spacing in the band room, no more than 30 minutes of spacing in the band room, no more than 30 minutes of 
continuous playing, and NO sharing of school instruments. 
The smaller band 2 and band 4 classes will start playing 
sooner than the band 3 class because it is so large. Blue 
Steel (our steel drum class) is up and running!!

It has been a pleasure getting to know my NEW band 
students!! The smiles, even though hidden behind a mask, 
are contagious! Ask them to show you their flip grid 
assignments and how awesome they are doing! As for my 
returning students, its like coming home to my own 
children! I missed you during quarter four and am happy 
to be back in the classroom with you. I look forward to 
making music with you all!making music with you all!

Musically Yours,

Mrs. Rigney
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Out of Field Teachers

In accordance with Florida State board In accordance with Florida State board 
Rules, the following teachers are highly 
qualified but are teaching out of field or 
are working to meet ESOL requirements, 
gifted requirements, or reading 
requirements.

The following teachers are out of field in The following teachers are out of field in 
Gifted Endorsement: 
Katelyn Moran

The following teachers are out of field in 
ESOL Endorsment: 
Kristin Verhaagh, 
David Schultz, 
Kristin Schon, Kristin Schon, 
Katelyn Moran, 
Jennifer Johnson, 
Linda Farmer, 
Nicole Carney
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Lunch is during the 5th and 6th block.  If you are a Home 
Connect student you need to report to class at 11:30 and wait 
until they tell you it is time for lunch.  Be sure to check back with 
them when your lunch is over. 

Bell Schedule
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